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‘As a name, Nowhere Island was perfect.” (Page 43)

What does the phrase ‘nowhere island’ mean to you?> What
images does it conjure?

What else is ‘perfect’ for Gil initially? Do you think these things are
really 'perfect’?

Draw a mind map with the phrase ‘nowhere island’ in the
centre. Which words do you associate with it> Compare your answers
with a friend.

Opening

'‘Gil escaped just after his twelfth birthday, in the middle of the
afternoon.' (Page 7)

What is Unsworth doing with this sentence? Look at the
juxtaposition between the normal and the abnormal? Does this make it
more effective?

Rewrite the sentence in different ways. Which is the most
powerful? Why?

What do you think Gil is ‘escaping’ from? Why does the author
say 'escaped’ rather than ‘ran away'. Is there a difference?
Read until the end of Chapter One on page 10.

How does Unsworth build tension and pace in the first chapter?
Consider literary devices such as length of sentence, and character
action. Make a two-column list of the devices Unsworth uses, explaining
the effect in the second column.

Write Chapter Two. Where would you take the story after the
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end of Chapter One? Where does Gil go?> How much backstory do you want to
give the reader, and how much forward propulsion?

Writing Style

‘Gil was five years old when his parents were drowned in a kayaking
accident. Nobody could explain how it happened.’ (Page 12)

How does the matter-of-factness of the first sentence juxtapose with
the second? How does it compare to the first line of the book?

Examine the voice of the story. Whose point of view is the story told
from? Does the reader know more or the same as Gil? Pick out two sentences

that show whose point of view it is.

‘At that moment, the girl they called Pez was squatting on her heels peering
into a plastic tub full of crickets...” (Page 48)

Now read Chapter Ten.

How has Unsworth changed the point of view? Why has she done
this?

Re-write page 51 from ‘She remembered how they'd marched into her
camp on their first day on the island’ to ‘or to anyone else for that matter,” but

from Riley's point of view.

How does changing the point of view affect the telling of the story?
What information does the reader receive?

Swmile and metaphor

'he would find a family where love wasn't doled out like pocket money, to
be taken away when you did something wrong." (Page 14)

‘snout so sharp it looked as if it had been whittled to a point by a knife.’
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(Page 17)
"The sky was pale grey, as pearly as the inside of a shell,’ (Page 80)
Search through the text and find ten similes or metaphors.

How do the metaphors and similes Unsworth uses fit her story?
Explain your answers.

Foreshadowing

I'm on a lucky streak,” he kept saying, as they resumed their waiting
positions on the grass verge.' (Page 87)

‘It took an accident on the motorway for that to happen.’ (Page 111)

"The next few days were the happiest Gil had felt since arriving on the
island.’ (Page 174)

How and why does Unsworth give clues about what's about to
happen?

Plot the rising tension and climactic incidents in the novel on
a timeline of events. Is there a pattern? Does the graph go up and down

or keep rising? Why do you think this is? When do the children feel safe,
and when in danger?

CHARACTERS

Gl
Re-read the first chapter.

What do you learn about Gil in the first chapter?
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Create a 'wanted’ poster about Gil. What information would you
give about him?> What does the picture look like? Who would you want
people to be in touch with, and what would the reward be?

'He was much too kind himself, to say something like that." (Page 12)

Read the paragraph preceding this on page 12. What
impression does it give of Gil> Does Gil hide the truth from others, or
from himself?

Make a list of Gil's attributes. Which adjectives would you use
to describe him?

'He was stranded.’ (Page 20)

Read the passage on page 20 to 'his arms wrapped tightly around his
body.’

How does Unsworth imbue a sense of fear and loneliness? How
does this passage relate to the story of the teddy bear on pages 13-14?

'‘Gil spent a lot of time making up stories. Not because he thought
it could make them come true, but because — for a few moments — it
made them feel true. And those were the only moments in his life
when he ever felt completely certain of anything.’ (Page 8)

What does this tell us about Gil? Is there anything you are
absolutely certain of? How do you think Gil feels most of the time?

'for the same reason Gil liked to imagine things. To make the world
seem okay.’ (Page 11)

‘Even at five years old, Gil was good at making up stories.” (Page 14)
‘Gil had always made up stories...As he gazed at the expectant faces

of the others, he felt a rush of sudden, mysterious hope.
Perhaps there was a place for him in the world, after all." (Page 55)
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What does storytelling give Gil> Why is it important for Rile
and Grayson too?

Think about a time in which storytelling has been useful to you? What is
it about storytelling that be helpful?

Research what a 'Pourquoi Tale' is. Why do you think people
told these tales? Find a pourquoi story you particularly like and read it
aloud to the class. Now try and write your own.

How do 'Pourquoi tales' relate to Gil's stories?
Read the story Gil makes up about the crash family on page 133-135.

What is Gil trying to show about the parents? Why does Riley
emphasise that he knows it's made up?

Write your own story about the crash family. Now create an
observational story like Gil does about the crash family. Take a walk or
look out the window until you have picked your ‘real’ characters. Then
create a story about them.

‘But his memories were so few, and he had gone over them so many
times, that they'd grown thin, like a coat patched and patched again,
until almost nothing of the original was left.” (Page 12-13)

'How few memories he had of that time, so that it felt like trying to
rebuild a ruined palace with nothing but a few bricks and a handful of
broken pottery.' (Page 53)

What does this tell the reader about Gil?

Are memories malleable/changeable? Do you remake your
memories? Think of a shared memory with someone you know — friend or
family. Separately, write down the story of the memory — what happened
and when. Now swap papers. Do the memories sound the same?
Highlight the differences between them.
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‘Other people had always decided where he should go. He'd spent his
whole life being taken to one place after another.’" (Page 10)

'Like a leftover. Like someone forever arriving at a party to which he
hadn't been invited.' (Page 54)

Why does Gil feel like he doesn't belong anywhere?

Think about the places and things that you ‘belong’ to. Is it a
family, a group of friends, a club, community etc. Make a list. What gives
you the feeling of belonging to these things, eg. a sense of control, being
welcomed, stability? Create a spider graph to link the elements to the
groups. Make a Wordle of your graph. Which words stand out, and show
what makes a sense of belonging?

‘A great loneliness filled Gil's heart. It was the deepest kind of
loneliness, the kind that feels worse instead of better when people are
around, however friendly they may be.” (Page 196)

‘They hadn't left because they were a part of everything he did,
everything he thought. Because he carried them with him." (Page 200)

Look at the difference between the two quotes given above.
How does Gil come to this realisation about his grief/his parents?

Gil finds solace in the power of nature. Draw a picture of the
fox scene that he sees. Or, think about ways in which nature can help to
heal sadness. It could be its permanence (the constancy of the sun rising
and setting.)

What else about nature is predictable? Find a nature spot and take a
photo of it every day or week for a period of time. Date each picture.
What stays the same and what changes? Will the picture be the same in a
year's time?
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Riley

"The smaller boy was extremely thin, almost puny, and the spikes in
his hair — sticky with gel — were now squashed flat to the side of his
head, where he'd been sleeping.’ (Page 26)

Unsworth creates an image of Riley in the reader’s head in one
sentence. Practise describing someone in one sentence. Choose five
people/classmates and write a descriptive sentence on each. Can you
improve the sentences?

'‘Don’t start, I've heard it all before." Riley's voice took on a mocking
tone. ‘Are you sure he's not your uncle? What happened, he ate all
your food? Wow! | never knew Antman and the Hulk were related!’
(Page 29)

‘Riley talked a lot, and most of what he said sounded angry or mean.
He acted like the leader. But it was strange how he seemed to do

whatever Grayson wanted, even though his brother rarely spoke.’
(Page 35)

How does Riley feel about his brother? How would you describe
their relationship?

Draw two outline body shapes — one for Riley and one for
Grayson. The two characters may seem different, but can you highlight
on the shapes the things about them that are similar? You may wish to try
this with your own sibling too.

‘They're used to being threatened, Gil thought. [t doesn’t surprise
them. Their dad made sure of that." (Page 204)

How does Riley and Grayson's dad's behaviour affect their
sibling relationship?
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Read page 63 from 'Did he really tell you not to bother looking after me
when | was sick?’ to 'l guess he doesn't like me that much,’ he said." (Page
61)

Why does Gil think Riley's meanness is about Gil?

Sometimes people's behaviour covers up how they really feel.
Draw a table with three columns to represent Riley's behaviour, the
emotion it expresses, and lastly, the underlying hidden behaviour. Take
extracts from the text and put them in the table, identifying Riley's true
emotions. You may wish to work in pairs.

'‘Before long he was back to his old, sarcastic self.” (Page 61)

'‘Riley decided no matter how bad our dad was, he was going to be
worse. If he was always the worst person around, nobody could ever
get to him." (Page 62)

‘Or maybe the beginning of the end had been there all along, for
a simple reason: Because Riley always had to be the worst person
around.’ (Page 173)
Is Riley a bad person?
List the things Riley does in the story that are ‘good.’
Take a chapter in the novel, and write a diary entry of the day
as if you are Riley. Which emotions will you reveal in a diary that you
might not show in person?

Grayson

‘The other boy, who Gil had taken for a man, was certainly tall
enough to be an adult.’ (Page 26)

‘But there was something soft about his face, an almost babyish
roundness.’ (Page 26)

August 2023 | 9781804540084 | £14.99 | Hardback | 9+ years | eBook available
Artwork © Kimberley Walker




TN

| J UNSWGRTH
I NOWHERE o 1
g 'S'—AND |

‘fingernails bitten to the quick.’ (Page 62)

How and why does Unsworth present Grayson as a
contradiction? Give examples from the text.

‘It was the most the older boy had said all morning. Grayson squared
his shoulders as he spoke. He looked like a different person. Not huge
and awkward and shambling, but tall and strong instead.’ (Page 42)

When does Grayson seem most comfortable with himself? Use
evidence from the text to explain your answers.

I'm good so he doesn't have to be,’ (Page 62)

Why does Grayson say this about Riley? What does it tell the
reader about Grayson?

Write a character reference for Grayson as if you were
recommending him for a job. Which qualities would you highlight?

'The whole of his life was in that arm.” (Page 210)
What does Unsworth mean by that?

Read Chapter Forty-One again. Why is it more powerful if
Grayson is the one to hit the man rather than Riley or Gil?

Write this scene as a screenplay. Think carefully about where
your camera is focussed — when does it feature each face, when is it a
wide shot?

Pez
‘She doesn’t bother us, and we don't bother her,’ he said. "We call her

Pez, but that's not her real name. Don’t know her real name. Don't
know anything about her at all." (Page 47)
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Why does Unsworth introduce Pez as a surprise element on
the island?> What effect does this have on the reader> What does the
fact Riley and Grayson don't know anything about her say about her and
about them?

Compare the group of four children and a dog to other
adventure stories you have read. Which other stories have groups of
children or animals and why? Write a short piece comparing one of these
other stories to this — what do the stories have in common?

‘the girl was almost invisible among the trees, her body as brown and
gold as dappled sunlight.” (Page 48)

‘Among the Starborn, children were discouraged from drawing
attention to themselves.’ (Page 131)

'Pez hadn't gone anywhere. She was simply sitting so still that it was
a while before they noticed her, with her back to a tree and her knees
pulled up to her chin." (Page 161)

Why is Pez ‘almost invisible’> How do you picture Pez?
Read the scene at the Starborn on pages 164-167

How does this scene impact who Pez becomes on the island?
What is a cult?

Create a leaflet inviting people to be part of the Starborn. How
should they behave as members of the cult?> Now write a statement from
an official body, such as the police or government, discouraging people
from joining and explaining why.

‘She had always loved facts and figures.” (Page 65)
‘She knew how to trap animals and grow her own vegetables and

which wild plants were safe to eat and which could be used for
medicine.’ (Page 49)
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‘Away from the safety of her own camp, Pez looked even more
scrawny than ever, and ten times as fierce.’ (Page 110)

'Her parents had given her a name, yet she didn't have to keep it. She
could be anyone she wanted to be." (Page 220)

How does Unsworth show Pez's resourcefulness and
independence?

Write a curriculum vitae for Pez. Which skills does she have?
What is she good at?

Create a diorama of Pez's camp from a shoe box. Remember to
include her cricket trap, her vegetable patch etc.

"The girl had a gift for working things out, although it was a gift she
hadn't asked for and would have given back if she could, because it
had brought her nothing but misery. It was why she was here, alone
on an island in the middle of nowhere." (Page 49)

‘It was the fact that a part of her — a small, foolishly hopeful part that
even the Starborn hadn't managed to destroy — wanted to make him
laugh again.’ (Page 69)

'They're pretending to ignore me, Pez thought. As if she was some
rare, wild animal who might be spooked by the smallest hint of
attention.’ (Page 133)

What makes Pez want to be alone? What makes her not want to
be alone?

‘Nobody could get to know her if she didn't speak, and nobody could
become her friend...She would never let anyone betray her again.’

(Page 51)

‘She walks so quiet you don't hear her coming.’ (Page 63)
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‘But | have so much to say, Pez thought in desperation.” (Page 218)

‘Someone who had once loved to talk and sing and ask a thousand
questions.’ (Page 219)

[f she has so much to say, why is Pez silent? What is selective
mutism?

Write a letter to Pez's parents from Pez. Does Pez still want a
relationship with them? Describe Pez's feelings towards the Starborn and
her parents.

'Perhaps the bird really could understand her, for he immediately
broke into a run, his wings flailing as if he wasn't entirely sure how
they worked or what to do with them." (Page 219)

Write a comparison piece between the condor and Pez. Look
carefully at where the condor appears in the text.

Do the children make a good team? Do their personalities and
skills complement each other?

Draw a Venn Diagram with four circles, one for each child.

Now list their characteristics in the circles, seeing which overlap. What
do the children all have in common?

Adults and Ms Lundy

How many adults are shown in the text?> Do the adults behave
well?

List the adults and using a quotation as evidence for each,
explore whether you think they are represented as behaving well or

badly.

‘Ms Lundy was standmg at the end, wearing her 'I-have-all-the-time-
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in-the-world' face, and secretly glancing at her watch every few
seconds.’ (Page 9)

What impression does Gil give of Mrs Lundy? Is Mrs Lundy
representative of all the adults in the book?

‘She'd always been kind to him. He knew this didn't mean much,
because it was her job to be kind to him, but he appreciated the effort
she made." (Page 12)

Does this sentence tell the reader more about Gil or Ms Lundy?

'‘She was a social worker, and the first thing she did was send him to a
temporary foster home.' (Page 13)

‘And despite Ms Lundy's cheerful promises...” (Page 14)

‘Ms Lundy wouldn’t shout at him, or tell him off. Instead, she'd be
kinder than ever." (Page 16)

All the comments about Ms Lundy are from Gil's point of view.
Does the reader have sympathy for Ms Lundy? What do you think Ms
Lundy thinks about Gil?

Imagine you are Ms Lundy and write an official report of Gil's
escape.

Do you think the book is a character study or an adventure
story? Can a story be both?
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THEMES
Objects

‘a dark yellow pebble.’ (Page 10)

‘Everything looked much nearer. And at the same time, everything
looked much further away?' (Page 10)

What does Unsworth mean by this?

'People used to think they protected you from harm, and that if you
looked through one you might see Fairyland.' (Page 77)

'He reached for the hagstone around his neck, feeling its reassuring
weight against his palm.’ (Page 158)

What does Gil's hagstone mean to him?> Which is more
important: where he found it, the ‘'magic’ qualities, or the physical feel?

Research how hagstones are naturally created.

Do you have an object that means something to you, but
looks fairly ordinary to everyone else? Create a poster about it, using
annotations and captions to describe its meaning.

"The instant it was gone, Gil felt terrible. He pictured the bear lying
on the side of the road, ugly and unwanted, with no one for company
but the wind in the grass.’ (Page 14)

‘It had taken him nearly a year to save up for the penknife, and he
still wasn't sure why he'd wanted it so much. Perhaps because it gave
him the feeling of being prepared. That no matter how upsetting the
situation, or how worrying the problem, the penknife would have a
tool that could fix it." (Page 27)

‘Pez ran her fingers gently over the ridged glass. She unscrewed the
top and brought the bottle to her nose. It smelled of soap, a memory

August 2023 | 9781804540084 | £14.99 | Hardback | 9+ years | eBook available
Artwork © Kimberley Walker




=< [T
) UNSWORTH

" NOWHERE =i
Y 'SMND :

of sweetness, faint and far away.’ (Page 69)

'How heavy it felt in the palm of her hand, how mysteriously right. As
if it had always belonged there.’ (Page 109)

‘She had placed it in her tepee, next to the bottle in the shape of the
Eiffel Tower, on a bed of moss as rich and velvety as the inside of a
jewel box." (Page 133)

Why do the objects in the novel have more significance and
meaning to the children than just their functionality?

Create an inventory of objects on '‘Nowhere Island’. What
belongs to whom and what is its significance?

"The bottle was the most precious thing that Pez had ever been given.
The Starborn didn't approve of gifts unless they were items of use.’
(Page 102)

‘It had nothing, Pez thought, as rich and rare as the bottle in the
shape of the Eiffel Tower." (Page 103)

'It would be better if she could think of the bottle as a bartering item
rather than a gift." (Page 103)

Re-read pages 102-103.

Why didn't the Starborn approve of gifts? Why does Pez
think her bottle is more precious than any luxury Juno Ray had?> What is
bartering?

Create your own gift from nature, like Pez's rush braid, e.g.,
daisy chain, painted stone or pine cone. How could you make it more
precious?

‘They were extraordinarily delicate, with slender, tapering stems. At
the top of each stem, Grayson had carved a different animal; a cricket,
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a frog, a crow — beautifully lifelike in every detail.” (Page 98-99)

How do the spoons relate to Grayson's personality?

Draw a picture of Grayson's spoons.

Survival Skills

'he couldn't think of any other explanation for Pez's extraordinary
survival skills.” (Page 106)

"The boys would never have been able to make a single tepee, let
alone three, if Pez hadn't been there to teach them." (Page 172)

What are Pez's extraordinary survival skills?

Make a leaflet to show the ways in which Pez demonstrates that
she can survive in the wild for a long time.

Make your own tepee. You may wish to use this link to help you
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/10/how-to-build-a-den/

"They had escaped their home, survived for weeks by themselves, and
proved their courage again and again.’ (Page 204)

Explore the ways in which Riley and Grayson have shown
courage in their time with Gil on the island. Is courage a necessary
survival skill?

How do you show courage in your life? Make a comic strip
showing a time in which you demonstrated your courage.
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Nature

‘It was astonishing how many plants were growing on the island.’
(Page 45)

‘She knew how to trap animals and grow her own vegetables and
which wild plants were safe to eat and which could be used for
medicine.” (Page 49)

"The world made Pez feel that there was a reason for everything, and
if she didn't know what it was, she could find out." (Page 71)

‘A pattern in the waves, a rocked shaped like a bear, the way the
sandpipers ran on spindly legs, chasing the retreating surf until it
turned and chased them back again. Walking on the beach with Helen
made the world seem rich." (Page 77)

How does Unsworth make nature important in the novel,
despite the island being surrounded by a motorway? How does the
natural landscape help the children? Give evidence from the text to
support your answer. Does nature ever work against the children?

'The remedy — a mixture of bog myrtle and crushed cornflowers — had
been easy to prepare.’ (Page 69)

Research natural medicines or remedies from British wildflowers
and plants. Create a poster to show your findings.

'Pez was worried about the bird. He wasn't doing what birds were
meant to do, even huge ones with bald, orangey-grey heads.’ (Page
64)

Why is the relationship between Pez and the condor important
to the story? What does it tell the reader about Pez?

'He needs to go back to where he came from, she thought. He needs
to fly home." (Page 66)
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How does Unsworth create ongoing tension that the children
will have to leave the island at some point and return to society? How
does the condor relate to this? Are there any other incidents that create
this tension?

'His wings were raised now, reaching. Then they unfolded and Pez
caught her breath at the vastness of their span, their shadow stretching
from one edge of the meadow to the other." (Page 219)

Create an information poster about condors.

‘Once when she was about six years old, she had rescued three

tadpoles stranded in a puddle.’ (Page 73)
Read the rest of the story of Pez and the frogs on pages 71-72.

Why has Unsworth used this story to describe Pez's upbringing?
What else does it tell the reader about Pez's personality?

Research the frog lifecycle and show your findings in a Power
Point.

"The potatoes tasted of earth, the way that freshly picked strawberries
taste of sunlight, and fish taste of the wide blue sea.’ (Page 73)

How important is food in the story?
Research a natural food product’s journey from origin to the

dining table. Map the journey as a flowchart.

Communication

‘Riley made a fork with two fingers, pointed at his eyes and then in the
direction of the voices." (Page 118)

'Gil felt Riley's fingers digging into his arm, although neither of them
spoke They didn't need to because they were both thinking the same
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thing.’ (Page 120)

'l don't know why | keep asking you questions,’ Gil said. 'You're
never going to answer, are you? (Page 138)

"To say, without speaking, that they were both in this together.’
(Page 155)

‘But just before he did so, he glanced at Grayson and Gil saw
something flash between them for a split-second. A kind of
electricity.” (Page 209)

Does non-verbal communication on the island indicate danger?

Pez isn't the only one who communicates non-verbally in the
story. When else might people need to use non-verbal communication?

How important is non-verbal communication?
How much can you communicate without speaking? Take turns
to express an emotion to a friend non-verbally. Can they guess what you
are feeling? Can you conduct a whole scene non-verbally?
Play a game of charades.
‘Not long after she'd stopped speaking, Pez had discovered
something surprising. Her hearing had become ten times sharper, and
her ears could pick up even the slightest of sounds.’ (Page 70)

Does not relying on one sense heighten the others?

Try a sponsored silence for a day to raise money for charity.

During the day, pay attention to your other senses — your taste, physical
touch, hearing and smell. Which is the most pronounced>?
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The Right Thing to Do

'It's still stealing,’ his brother said. (Page 40)

‘Because that's what he wants you — wants everyone — to think. That
he only does the right thing because | say so, d'you see?' (Page 62)

"The man's voice was kind. He didn't deserve to be robbed.’ (Page 86)

'‘By choosing Juno Ray's lies over truth, they had betrayed the world
itself. The world of rules and reason.’ (Page 167)

‘Grayson's plan was the safest. It was also the right thing to do.
Grayson always did the right thing. They should get rid of the money.
It didn't belong to them.” (Page 189)

[f someone is kind, does that mean they only deserve good
things? And if the person is mean, should they get what they deserve?
Does Grayson always do the right thing?

Do the children have the freedom to do exactly what they want
on the island or do they live by certain rules?

Draw up a list of rules/values that the children on the island
live by. Are their rules different from society's rules? Would you add any
other rules if you were stranded on the island with other children and a
dog>

Hold a debate as to whether the children do the right thing on
the island. Are some of them behaving more by rules than others?

Appearance and Reality

‘It was the perfect hideout." (Page 37)

‘Because they're not looking.” (Page 38)
e ——
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Yet it was invisible." (Page 38)

Read page 37-38 and explain why the 'hideout’ was ‘perfect’?

What does 'in plain sight’ mean, and why didn’t most people see the
hideout> Why has Unsworth chosen to place most of these sentences
quoted above on new lines?

In pairs, choose a picture of a landscape. Or, visit a nature spot,
and set up a lookout. Write down everything you see, and then compare
with your partner. Did you see different things? If you are in a nature
spot, sketch what you see on paper. Do your sketches feature different
things? Is the perspective the same?

Draw a map of how you picture Nowhere Island — plotting the
boys' camp, Pez's area, the motorway, the layby, the trees etc.

Using your map, write a nonchronological report depicting
instructions/directions about finding the island and what's on it.

'The ground was alive with hidden movement, the leap of crickets, the
creep of ants and the sturdy trundle of beetles great and small." (Page
42)

'‘Gil wondered how many other animals there were, living in the places
that humans overlooked. Animals that had changed and adapted,
unnoticed by the world.” (Page 199)

How does the ecosystem of the island reflect the children's
lives?

Take a route that you normally take, perhaps your walk to
school. This time, try to notice everything around you. What new things

do you see that you don't normally notice?

‘vou'll find yourself walking the plank.’ (Page 45)
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‘It's not a scarf. It's a bandana...." He opened his hand and showed Gil
a gold, hooped earring.’ (Page 60)

'He had cut a square from an old shirt and was making a pirate flag
for the top of his tepee, using soot to draw the skull and crossbones.’
(Page 174)

Why do the boys ‘play’ at being pirates?

Create a profile of a stereotype of a pirate. Now compare with
a historical report of a real pirate. What are the differences?

'Who was it?> The man said. "What did you see?’
‘A giant!’ Ashton squeaked. ‘A giant troll clown thing!" (Page 124)

Why does Grayson's appearance as a dancing clown protect the

children? What if he'd been his 'real’ self> Does make-believe help the

children?

'The island had never been their home. They had only been
pretending it was, like little kids under the kitchen table, making a
house out of blankets and pillows.’ (Page 161)

'Gil suddenly saw what should have been obvious all along. They
weren't pirates or outlaws or cunning desperadoes, armed and ready
for any attack. They were kids. Three frightened, grubby-looking
boys." (Page 201)

"This isn't a game, Gil thought. And everyone knows it." (Page 202)

How different is the children's perspective of their life on
the island to the man’s perspective? What is meant by appearance and
reality? What is real about the children’s life on the island?> What is
unreal?

"You took something that belongs to me. All you have to do is give
it back and then I'm gone. You can carry on — ' his gaze settled for a
second on Riley's pirate flag — ‘playing your games.’ (Page 207-208)
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Why does the man refer to the boys' life on the island as a ‘game’?
Does this give him power over them?

'Their invisibility had always kept them safe. Now it was the reason
they were in such danger. It was as if the island itself had turned against
them.' (Page 207)
What does Gil mean by this, the island turning against them?
'The world is full of secret places. All we have to do is look." (Page 212)
Look at an aerial map of where you live. Is there anything on it
that surprises you? A green patch you haven't discovered? A place near you

that you've never been? Using highlighters, highlight the places that you've
visited, and those you haven't noticed before.

Belonging

'What he wanted more than anything was to belong.’ (Page 70)

Why does Pez understand this about Gil even though he hasn't
said it explicitly? Do all the children want to belong to something?

Look again at the belonging activity you completed when looking
at the character of Gil. Which group that you belong do would best fit each
child on the island?

‘their lives were empty and without purpose.’ (Page 50)

'They'd never felt they truly belonged to anything until they joined the
Starborn.’ (Page 70)

Does this feeling make Pez's parents similar to Gil, Riley, Grayson
and Pez? Why do people feel the need to belong to something? Is a cult a
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false idea of belonging? What is it about Starborn that gives it this falsity?

'We make a good team.’ (Page 95)
'It was the happiest Gil had ever felt in his life.” (Page 95)

Why does Gil feel so happy after the near-miss with the couple and
their car?

What does make a good team? Imagine you are selecting a team to
accomplish a task or play a game. Brainstorm the qualities you would like in
your teammates.

'‘Gil knew they were a family because they were all versions of each other.
As if they'd been drawn from the same description by four different artists.’
(Page 118)

"The look on his face as he stared at the family was the same as when he'd
described the picnic hamper he was hoping to find. Like someone on a dark
street, who stops for a moment to gaze through the window at the warm,
friendly light inside." (Page 125)

'We're more than a team,” Gil burst out. 'We're a family.’ (Page 215)
‘It isn't about fitting in or whether it's convenient or not, or even where
you're born. It's where you belong, Pez. That's what a family is." (Page 215)

What makes a family? Are the car crash family a good example of a
family? Are the Nowhere Island children a good example of a family? Explain

your answers.

Create a recipe for a good family. What are the ingredients (people
needed), and what is your method (the behaviours).

What makes your family special?
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Ending
Did you guess what Riley would do with the money?

'We just have to keep looking," Gil said. (Page 226)
What do you think of the ending? Is it satisfying? Ambiguous?
Write the next chapter as a continuation. What happens to the children?
Where do they go?

Further Reading

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell

The Girl Who Thought ber Mother was a Mermaid by Tania Unsworth
Beverly, Right Here by Kate DiCamillo

Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt

No Fixed Address by Susin Nielsen

The Star Outside my Window by Onjali Q Rauf

My Life on Fire by Cath Howe

The Middler by Kirsty Applebaum

October October by Katya Balen

Lost by Ele Fountain

For older children

Sofa Surfer by Malcolm Duffy

Teaching resources © Clare Zinkin
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